2l6                     DIARY AND  LETTERS  OF              [CHAP. X.
or twelve years hence, for the petites-maitresses of that day. Puisighieu is here, and after some time Madame de Segur comes in.    The Marshal is afflicted with gout.    Madame de Chastellux is to take a bouillon to-morrow with her fair friend.    Thence I am led to believe in the possibility of a marriage between her and the old gentleman, which other circumstances give  much room  to   imagine.    Go thence to Madame de Stael in consequence of her invitation yesterday.    A great deal of bel esprit.    The Bishop d'Autun declined coming this morning, when I asked him at Madame  de Flahaut's.    lam not sufficiently brilliant for this consultation.    The few observations I make have more of justice than splendor, and therefore cannot amuse. No matter, they will perhaps remain when the others are effaced.    I think there is a road to success here, in the upper region of wits and graces, which I am half tempted to try.    It is the sententious style.    To arrive at perfection in it one must be very attentive, and either wait till one's opinion be asked, or else communicate it in a whisper.    It must be clear, pointed, and perspicuous, and then it will be remembered, repeated,  and  respected.    This, however, is playing a part not natural to me.    I am not sufficiently an economist of my ideas.    I think that in my life I never saw such exuberant vanity as that of Madame de Stael upon the subject of her father.    Speaking of the opinion of the Bishop d'Autun upon the subject of the church property, which has lately been printed, not having had an opportunity to deliver it in the Assembly, she says it is excellent, it is admirable, in short there are two pages in it which are worthy of M. Necker.    Afterwards she says that wisdom is a very rare quality, and she knows of no one who possesses it in a superlative degree except her father."
"This morning [November 5th] the Comte de Luxem-nd reputa-eur own astonishment 6. The retreat of the Duke of Orleans is attributed to you, and if you go into the Council immediately after what is called by some his flight, and by others his banishment, the two events will be coupled in a manner particularly disadvantageous and disagreeable. 7. If you go into the ministry with Mirabeau, or about the same time, every honest Frenchman will ask himself the cause of what he will call a very strange coalition. There are in the world men who are to be employed, not trusted. Virtue must ever be sullied by an alliance with vice, and liberty will blush at her introduction if led by a hand polluted. Lastly, I am earnestly, most earnestly, requested by those who love you well to add one caution as to your friends: Trust those who had that honor before the I2th of July. New friends are zealous, they are ardent, they are attentive, but they are seldom true.
